Founded in the year 2000, the mission of the Mihai Eminescu Trust is to develop and to implement projects together with the local communities in order to protect and put in value
the cultural and natural heritage of Transylvania.
The Trust is concentrated mainly on Transylvanian villages whose special position is
mainly given by the richness and the diversity of their cultural and natural heritage, but
also by the challenges they were facing after the exodus of the Saxon population in 1990.
During the period of transition that followed, the Mihai Eminescu Trust had the opportunity to contribute to the creating of a new community spirit in these villages.
“The Whole Village” is the overall concept of the Trust emerging from the need to encourage the local communities in the protection and sustainable development of their
heritage. That means, the local community need education and training, awareness
and resources as well as a new community spirit. The project aims the revitalization
and sustainable development of the rural communities by preserving and put in value
their cultural and natural heritage and at supporting these communities in becoming
self-sufficient. This aim is achieved by three key-objectives: preserving the authenticity
and valorization of the cultural heritage, preserving traditional local crafts and developing
local entrepreneur ship.
Now, after 15 years of activity, our work covers 86 villages and 5 towns in Transylvania, in
the counties Braşov, Mureş, Sibiu, Maramureş, Harghita and Covasna. Here we have developed and implemented over 1200 projects of different dimensions, from smaller projects
in the protection of the cultural and natural heritage to integrated projects which envisaged the global development of the villages, with direct costs of over 7.91 million euros.
The Mihai Eminescu Trust today received national and international recognition, is dialogue partner to the European Commission and Council of Europe, partner of 25 tourism
agencies, contact partner to several embassies and owner of numerous important awards.
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The Weaving Workshop
here is evidence of weaving since the
neolitical area. Weaving was part of
the activities done in every home: spinning, pottery making or house building.
Weaving at the loom has always been
done by the women, especially in winter.
Throughout the year, in their own yard
or around the village, they collected different types of plants, fruits and roots
which they used for dyeing the yarns:
onion, nettle, burdock, nuts, hops, wild
apples, grapes and many others.
Over the years weaving has become
a traditional art. The fabrics combine
personal features, ornamental pattern
and colours which are representative
for the lifestyle of the village.

Preparing traditional woven items,
for girls marriage and placed in their
dowry chest, was one of the reasons for
keeping this traditional rite alive, they
were also an important decorative element in the farmhouse.
Among the products of the weavers of Mălâncrav weaving cotton
and wool and working according to
the techniques handed over from their
ancestors are, for example, curtains,
carpets, rugs, tablecloths, towels, bed
linen, pillow cases. Weaving and working at the loom may take from a week to
a month and a half, depending on the
complexity of the motifs and the size of
the product.

